LEGEND OF THE BURMESE BUDDHA.    21

outsides were all covered with gold leaves. The great
Thagia sent down on the spot a number of Nats, who
made also the same number of religious ornaments. In
the middle of the city a high square tower was erected;
from its centre a tall spire rose to an immense height.
This principal one was surrounded by a great number of
smaller ones. Men and Nats mingled together, uniting
in their endeavours to do honour to the deceased. The
whole place was lined with countless beings, vieing with
each other in their efforts to show the utmost respect, joy,
and exultation on this extraordinary occasion.

The nurse of Tharipatra, named Rewati, came and
deposited round the mortal remains three golden flowers.
At that very moment the great Thagia made his appear-
ance, surrounded with myriads of Nats. As soon as the
multitudes perceived him, they withdrew hastily to make
room for him. In the midst of the confusion, Rewati fell
down, was trampled upon, and died. She migrated to the
fortunate seat of Tawadeintha, became a daughter of Nats,
and inhabited a niche made with the most consummate
skill, and adorned with the richest materials. Her body
shone like a beautiful statue of gold, and was three
gawoots tall. Her dress exceeded in richness, variety,
and beauty all that had ever been hitherto seen.

On the following day, Rewati came from, her glorious
seat to the spot where crowds of people surrounded the
body of the deceased. She approached with the dignified
countenance and majestic bearing of a queen of Nats.
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